Communism and Reunion
tables has made the Pope even more suspicious of her
intentions. One of his secretaries spoke to me with
horror of the fact that Litvinof had been allowed to attend
the funeral of King George V, and had even visited and
shaken hands with King Edward VIII at Buckingham
Palace a few days later. The fact that Russia, looked on as
the Church's greatest enemy, is to-day sitting in the
League of Nations at Geneva, has still further horrified the
Pope, and I have heard it openly commented on at the
Vatican that it is impossible for Rome to look with any
favour on a League of Nations run by Russians, by the
Protestant Great Powers, and by an anti-clerical Power
(France).
This latter point has further tended to bring the Pope
and Mussolini into sympathy on behalf of Italy, and it is
also a well-known fact that when Sanctions were imposed
the Pope's envoys in South America used all their influence
with the South American Government to induce the
latter to vote in Geneva to have Sanctions raised.
The Pope keeps in Rome a special exhibition of
Communist propaganda throughout the world. This
exhibition is kept completely up to date, and was des-
cribed most interestingly by the Morning Tost correspon-
dent, after a visit in the autumn of 1936. In the first room
he found a statue of Lenin, pointing dramatically towards
the next room. There you could find books laid out as
attractively as on a railway bookstall. There were rather
harmless German cookery books with some sinister
Communist meaning; there were sheets specially pub-
lished for the Swedes and the Ukrainians settling in
Canada, and there was a list of English bodies affiliated to
Communist propaganda; such bodies included the Young